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of this Kdvya to his readers for the first time. He says that "on
an auspicious day, in a favourable moment, Kunt? gave brith to
a pious son Yudhistira as the forest-like cluster of hair of Lord
5'iva gave rise to the divine stream of Garigd".3 The speciality of
Agastyapandita lies in choosing the simile her. Here a comparison
is drawn between the matted-hairs of Lord 5'iva and Kunti on one
hand, and on the other, a comparision is drawn betwen divine Gangd
and young Yudhistira. It is to be noted here that throughout this
Kdvya on many occasions Agastya describes the purity and piety of
river Garigd and once he states explicitely that "the Gangd shows
the path of purification to the entire world".4 Here by drawing
a comparision between such a Garigd and Yudhistira Agastya
successfully suggests the virtue and piety of the latter and also
hints that the life of Dharmaja is an ideal to be followed by the
entire world. All the adjectives used in this connection suit the
delineation of Santarasa.

In the MAHABHARATA, in the same context a divine voice
announces the piety and virtues of the kid Yudhistira, and later
on, his greatness is described at length by the epic poet. It is
all in accordance with the epic style of narration. But herein
BALABHARATA Agastya skilfully brings in the same effect, by
resorting to the process of suggestion.

The greatness of any individual is to be felt by people and
a mere description of it and hearing it is not sufficient. Hence
Agastya writes that "on the birthday of Yudhistira, while Gods are
praising the event, all the four corners of the earth, and all the
muddy waters of the rivers have become clear and the minds of
pious people along with the flowers on the trees are filled with
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